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palms. Being ao ascetic of kindly disposition, he took pity on
the tiny creature, and fearing that it might be eaten up by a
larger fish, if thrown back into the pond, kept it in a water-jar.
When the tiny Bsh grew too large for the jar, he threw It into
the pond, and when it grew sufficiently large in the pond, and
was thought by Maim to be able to take care of itself, he threw
it into the river, and from the river, it swam down into the sea,
which appears to have been close to Manu's hermitage, Manu,
living on the sea-shore, probably noticed great agitations
both in land and water, due to seismic causes, and, being a
wise man, caused a ship to be built for his safety and
protection. The seismic action of the earth having grown
stronger and stronger every day, he betook himself to the
ship for his safety; and when the great tidal wave came,
flooding the whole country, his ship floated up with the tide til!
she reached a peak of the Himalaya. Mann noticed a huge
fish, probably a whale, swimming inland with the incoming
tidal wave just in front of his ship ; and he thought of the
little fish that he had saved, and cast into the sea, when it had
grown large. Manu probably also thought that his miraculous
escape from that devastating flood was undoubtedly due to the
mercy of God, because he had himself been merciful to a liny
creature of His; and he naturally attributed to that tiny fish
the cause of his safety and d<*liverance* The fish, therefore,
loomed large before him like a luminous embodiment of
Divine Mercy, and, in the fulness of his gratitude, identified
it with the Divine Being Himself. This simple incident was
the focus of the Vedic legend of the Flood as related in the
Satapatha Br&hmapa, Our readers will thus see that there
is nothing absurd in the legend, but it is as simple and
beautiful as any legend can be.
The religion of the ancient Chaldeans or Babylonians
appears to have been moulded by those who had come tinder
the influence of the Vedic religion. The cosmogony, theogony,
arts, industries and astronomical science of the ancient
Chaldeans bear in them the unmistakable stamp of Vedic